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To  the  CIIAIHMAX  and  AIIAIBEUS  of 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL,  SHEERNESS-ON-SEA. 

(tFA'TLIAlEN, 

I  liavo  tlie  lionour  to  present  to  you  the  Auiural  Report  on  tlie 
General  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  Sheerness  for  the  year  1908. 

Owiii"  to  the  regrettable  and  -sudden  death  of  your  late  Afedical 
Officer  occurring  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  a  considerable  time  elapsing 
l)efore  my  appointment,  some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  collecting 
the  necessary  records.  I  have,  however,  endeavoured  to  take  notice  of 
the  essential  features  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  so  far  as  they 
have  come  under  my  notice,  during  the  time  I  have  been  acting.  I  think 
wo  can  consider  the  health  of  the  town  satisfactory,  our  death  rate  being 
one  of  the  lowest  in  the  country,  and  the  mortality  from  infectious  diseases 
also  quite  a  low  one. 

The  POPI'LATIOX  of  the  District,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the 
year  1908,  is  19,063.  Actual  Population  of  SHEERNERS,  16,240:  R.N. 
Depot,  2,351;  Garrison,  472. 

The  AREA  is  838  Acres. 

The  Density  of  Poptilation  (i.c.,  the  number  of  persons  per  acre),  22.6. 
The  Number  of  Houses  Inhabited,  3,248. 

The  Number  of  Houses  UninJiabited,  40. 

The  Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  is  5. 

INFANTir.E  ^MORTALITY. — During  the  year  46  Infants  died  under 
the  age  of  1  I’ear,  making  a  rate  of  103.5  i>er  1,000  births  registered.  This 
rate,  although  much  higher  than  we  would  wish,  will  compare  favourably, 
with  the  rate  in  other  towns.  There  are  many  causes  winch  contribute. 
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to  tho  l.iRl.  into  of  Infrtiit  Mortality,  to  a  (*nv  of  which  I  slionUl  like  to 
(haw  your  attention. 

(1)  Dtnsity  of  Po])iilation  (Overcrowded  Dwellings). 

(2)  Large  families  with  inadequate  means,  often  aggravated  by  the 
inteinj-erance  of  parents. 

(3)  Mothers  exj^H.-ting  to  he  confined  who  have  to  i>erk)rm  work  for 
which  they  are  jdiysically  unfit. 

(4)  Inefficient  and  unsuitable  clothing. 

(5)  Want  of  cleanliness  and  faulty  metluHls  qf  preparing  the  f.H.d.  and 
here  I  would  mention  the  nece-ssity  of  a  wholesome  and  pure  milk  supply. 


(61  Kpideinic  Diarrluea  (in  Summerl. 


(7)  llespiratory  Diseases  (in  Winter). 

(81  Accidental  causes  (many  of  which  might  be  avoided),  such  as 
scalds  and  burns.  The  use-  of  firc-gtiards  and  the  avoidant^e  of  the  infiam- 
mable  flaimelette  for  uiMlerclothing,  etc. 

(9)  Want  of  ae-eommodation  in  houses,  leading  to  the  practice  of 
infants  of  the  poorer  classes  sleeping  in  the  same  be<l  as  parents  and  the 
children  Ix-ing  overlain.  Each  child  should  be  provided  with  a  cradle  or 
some  separate  ^-ceptacle.  A  goo<l  sized  w,x>den  box,  projK-rly  ,>add.-d, 
I  have  sometimes  seen  u>^d  for  the  purpose,  and  it  answers  quite  well. 


MORTALITY. — The  total  number  of  Deaths  in  our  District  during  the 
vear  was  209.  17  of  these  belongt^l  to  Sheerness,  but  died  in  the  Work- 

imuse;  3  died  in  the  Dockyard:  13  in  the  llarlK.ur  (on  ll.M.  Ships  and 
found  drowned).  Tlierc  were  no  De-aths  in  the  Oarri«.n.  By  deducting 
the  17  who  died  out  of  the  District,  the  actual  death  rate  for  Sheerness 
jiroper,  including  the  Army  and  Navy,  is  10.96. 

BIRTHS.-Total  for  the  year.  444^-Males.  219:  Females.  225. 
Natural  increase,  398. 


Numlier  of  Deaths  from  four  principal  Zymotic  Diseases.  11-Measlcs, 
2:  Diphtheria.  1:  Enteric.  5:  Diarrluea.  3.  Deaths  from  other  causes- 
Fhthisis  (ronsumption).  11:  other  Tuhcrcular  Diseases.  7:  (  anccr.  13: 
Rronchitis.  22:  Bneuinonia.  8:  ('irrhosis.  1:  Heart  Disease.  4:  Premature 
Birth.  5:  Accidents.  13:  Suicides.  2:  all  other  causes.  98. 

During  the  vear.  21  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have  been  notified,  this 
iK-ing  a  large  increase  on  the  prece<ling  year.  Five  fatal  casfsi  have 

occurred. 

In  7  houses  the  drains  were  found  in  a  very  dek-ctive  condition, 
accounting  for  13  of  the  cases.  The  drains  at  these  houses,  on  having 
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tlio  sluokc-test  applied,  were  found  to  l)c  in  a  leaky  condition,  allowinf' 
of  the  free  eseajie  of  sewer  gas.  In  one  case  the  sewage  was  actually 
running  across  the  yard,  and  in  another  the  basement  floor  was  saturated 
with  it.  In  one  ease  only  was  there  any  proper  flushing  to  the  w.c. 

In  many  eases  the  paving  of  the  yards  was  defective,  and  the  water 
storage  is  in  most  eases  quite  inefficient.  Too  often  it  is  stored  in  wooden 
barrels,  which  aix-  an\ thing  but  clean  and  sometimes  even  uncovered. 

In  thive  otluT  houses  nothing  definite  was  found  to  account  for  the 
outbix-ak.  'I'wo  cases  were  im])orted,  and  in  the  other  three  remaining 
houses  the  drains  were  blocked,  no  flush;  but  no  actual  leakage  of  sewer 
gas.  In  reviewing  these  cases  of  enteric  fever,  one  cannot  but  be  struck 
with  the  fact  that  the  large  majority  of  cases  occur  uhere  the  drains  are 
defective,  and  when  these  defects  have  been  remedied  no  further  outbreaks 
of  the  disease  have  occurred.  ^ly  own  opinion  is  that  the  above  is  the 
prime  factor  in  the  causation  of  the  disease  in  our  midst,  other  contributory 
causi's  being  polluted  shell-fish  such  as  iMussels,  Cockles,  Oysters,  etc.  .\s 
you  are  doubtless  aware,  the  neighbourhood  of  Sheerness  in  the  ^ledway 
abounds  in  Creeks  in  which  numerous  Oyster  Beds  are  laid;  the  Oysters 
la'comc  detached,  and  then  attach  themselves  to  the  bed  of  the  river 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Lapwell,  and  there  crude  sewage  from  the 
warshijis  in  the  Harbour  (some  thousands  of  men)  is  discharged  daily, 
coming  in  contact  with  the  shell-fish  dejxisited  there. 

I  am  sure  th<-r<-  should  be  more  discrimination  displav<'d  in  the 
colle(.‘tiug  and  distributing  <i[  Oysters  and  other  shell-fish  from  such  a 
doubtful  source.  Oefectivi'  drains,  bad  forms  of  water  storage,  coutami- 
nate<l  shell-fisb,  are  tben  the  main  causes  of  so  much  Hnteric  in  our  town, 
but  as  all  these  causes  are  removable,  we  can.  I  am  sure,  ho|;e,  by  com¬ 
bined  effort,  to  considerably  lessen  the  amount  of  the  disease  in  our  midst 
at  no  distant  date. 

DIPHTIIEKI.\. — Eight  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year. 
Three  of  these  eases  were  in  the  Garrison,  and  of  a  mild  type.  One  case 
w.as  a  very  doubtful  one,  and  it  is  in  these  cases  that  a  bacteriological 
examination  is  so  esseiitial.  Three  other  cases  were  of  average  sevei-ity, 
and  i-ecovercd,  and  there  was  one  death.  I  attribute  the  number  of 
recoveries  to  the  ])rompt  use' of  the  .\nti-toxin,  combined  with  local  treat- 
leiit  and  good  nursing. 

SCWRfd'iT  EEVER. — Thirty-one  cases  were  notified.  No  death.  The 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  conqiaie  very  favourably  with  last  year, 
58  cases  having  oceiu'i-ed  in  1907.  There  would  be  still  fewer  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  if  the  less  severe  ones  were  strictly  isolated,  but  in  so  many 
jnild  cases  the  symptoms  are  so  transient  and  in  others  almost  absent  that 
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])ari-iits  do  not  realise  that  their  cliildi’en  are  sufferiii}'  from  an  infections 
disease,  and  in  tliis  way  many  mild  cases  pass  unrecognised;  tJie  children 
continue  to  go  to  school,  and  thus  the  disease  is  s])read.  A  rigid  suiK*r- 
vision  of  selujol  children,  with  a  view  to  the  early  detection  and  jirompt 
exclusion  of  suspicious  cases  of  those  who  come  from  infected  houses, 
should  l>e  adopted. 

If  this  were  done,  I  am  sure  our  return  of  Scarlet  I'ever  cases  would 
l)ecomc  less  yearly. 

Twenty-seven  only  out  of  the  86  houses  where  infecthnis  disease's 
occurred  had  flush  tanks  to  the  water  closets. 

During  the  year  your  Isolation  Ilosjatal  had  to  be  optM’.etl  for  the 
ret'eption  of  6  ICnteric  cases,  all  memhers  of  the  same  family  living  in  a 
hous<‘  at  80,  Clyde  Strwt.  This  turned  out  rather  an  unique  cas<>,  iuas- 
mneh  as  the  house  was  overcrowded,  there  being  10  inmates.  The  drains 
were  found  to  1k'  in  a  chaotic  condition,  for  on  the  smoke-test  being 
applied  there  were  leakages  in  many  ]ilac-es.  sewer-gas  escaping  in  all 
diri’ctions,  the  water  supply  and  storage  most  unsatisfactory.  Adde<l  to 
this,  the  victims  to  the  diseasr'  were  all  in  a  highly  snsr-eptible  condition, 
being  ill-nonrisbed  and  weakly.  Six  of  the  family  w  eix“  attacked  with 
the  disease'. 

.\ll  were  ad<?tiitted  into  our  little  llosiatal,  two  being  in  an  extremely 
critical  condition  on  admission.  In  one  of  the  patients.  Pneumonia  super- 
venwl.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  rejxnt  that  all  recovered.  I  can  assure 
you  it  was  an  anxious  time  for  DcH'tor  and  Nurses.  I  had  the  help  of 
tluxt*  of  the  most  capable  Nurses  it  has  Iveen  my  pleasure  to  meet  in  my 
professional  career,  and  our  g<KKl  results  1  attribute  largely  to  this  fact. 
The  Nurses  were  obtained  from  the  Ijondon  Ilos])ital.  .Mthough  ue  were 
able  to  give  our  jjatients  all  the  attention  they  needed,  of  course  the 
Hospital  iK'commodation  is  totally  inadequate  to  the  ntx'ds  of  the  town, 
and  should  an  eindemic  at  any  time  arrive  the  sufferers  would  not  have 
the  advantage  of  the  re(|uisite  nursing  and  isolation  that  is  so  neci'ssai-j'  in 
<list'ase  of  this  kind.  One  wishes  the  town  could  secure  a  suitable  site  and 
I'rec't  a  building  to  mt't't  the  neix'ssary  rcquirx'incnt.s,  but,  of  wnirse,  the 
financial  aspect  of  the  (juestion  is  a  serious  one  for  you  to  have  to  deal 
with.  I  cannot  too  forcibly  impix-ss  uimhi  you  that  a  bacteriological  investi- 
gatiou  in  all  cast's  of  infecthnis  disease  is  also  another  vcr_%  desirable 
thing,  not  onl.\  from  a  preventive  hut  from  a  curative  jioint  of  view.  I 
should  like  to  see  Phthisis  made  a  notifiable  disease  in  our  town,  as  this 
dis.'as<'  is  resiK.nsible  for  about  2.5  iK'r  1,000  deaths  of  the  entire  jKipula- 
tion  of  the  country,  it  is  inc'umbent  uiMin  us  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  stay 
the  spread  of  siu'h  a  ti'iu'ible  disease. 
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After  infectious  diseases  all  clothing  and  portable  .material  should 
be  disinfected,  also  the  infected  apartment.  The  method  of  disinfection 
we  are  using  now  is  by  the  Formalin  spray.  The  best  mode  of  disinfecting 
is  by  the  Steam  Disinfector,  and  one  of  the  portable  ones,  now  obtainable, 
woidd,  I  thinJv,  answer  our  purpose  quite  well.  The  outlay  would  not 
be  great,  and  the  results  of  our  disinfection  would  be  much  more  thorough. 

In  October  last,  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I  \'isited  all 
the  Factories  and  ^Vorkshops  in  the  town  (38  in  number).  At  4  orkshops 
there  was  want  of  jiroper  ventilation,  but  this  defect,  on  its  being  ])ointed 
out  to  the  occupiers,  was  at  once  remedied.  All  the  others  were  satis¬ 
factory. 

SL.kUCxHTER  HOUSFjS. — On  inspection  these  were  found  ii\  as 
satisfactory  and  as  sanitary  condition  as  the  surroundings  would  allow.  Of 
course,  the  system  of  private  slaughter-houses,  however  well  kept,  is  not 
anything  like  as  satisfactory  as  a  public  .abattoir  woxdd  be.  The  BAKE- 
IIOFSES  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
The  C03F\rON-LOl)OINO-HOL'SE  was  found  clean  and  in  other’ respects 
also  satisfactory. 

SC.VVENOING. — It  is  most  necessary  that  proper  sanitary  receptacles 
shoidd  be  provided  for  the  storage  of  liouse  refuse.  One  would  like  to  see 
the  enforcement  of  projxer  iron  bins  with  lids,  and  the  custom  of  putting 
refuse  into  any  old  broken  box  or  pail  disallowed.  The  Scavenging  of  the 
town  is  generally  well  done,  and  the  piesence  of  so  many  back  passages 
throughout  the  town  greatly  facilitates  the  removal  of  the  refuse  from  the 
houses. 

A  commodious  Urinal  has  been  erected  in  the  town  during  the  year; 
this  is  a  long-desired  need  supplied. 

B.UC-K  YARDS. — The  back  yards  throughout  the  town  are  improving, 
44  having  been  paved  during  the  year.  Three  DILAPIDATED  HOUSES 
have  been  rejjorted  as  unfit  for  habitation.  The  Owners  have  remedied 
the  defects  and  made  them  habitable. 

SEWAGE  TANKS. — Tlie  results  of  the  new  covered  tanks  at  West- 
Minster,  in  place  of  the  old  dilapidated  ones,  have  fully  justified  the 
expense  and  trouble  taken. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — A  constant  supply  has  not  yet  been  obtained, 
but  efforts  made  in  this  direction,  through  the  agency  of  the  new  boring, 
should  residt  in  a  considerable  impi’ovcment.  The  water  coming  from  the 
deep  springs  direct  to  the  mains  is  of  good  quality,  and  I  beg  to  submit 
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a  report  of  a  recent  analysis  from  tlie  Clinical  liex-areli  Association  of 


Ixnulon  : — 

Analysis  of  Drinkin"  Water. 

Total  Solids  (drietl  at  120C)  . 

Combined  Chlorine  . 

Expressed  as  Na  Cl  (Common  Salt) 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

Nitrites  . 

Saline  .\rnmonia  . 

Albuminoid  .\mmonia  . 

Oxygen  absorled  in  4  hours  at  27C 

Total  Hardness  . 

Lead  or  Coj>jer  . 


Cirains  |>er  gallon. 

.  42.70 

.  4.45 

.  6.34 

.  0.01 

.  Nil. 

.  0.062 

.  0.002 

.  0.022 

.  20.00 

.  Nil. 


This  xvater  contains  much  Saline  .\mmonia.  otlierxvi.v<'  it  is  satisfac¬ 
tory.  .\s  the  water  is  from  a  deep  well,  the  Saline  Ammonia  is  more  or 
less  accounted  for,  although  the  pro|Kjrtion  is  rather  high,  even  for  a  deep 
well  water.  Without  fiirtlu-r  particulars  of  origin,  it  is  im|K>ssihle  to  giv<' 
a  more  d<-6nite  opinion  on  the  water. —  (Signed)  I!.  liouMtat.  E.l.C. 

Tlu-  SE.WE.IiS  still  need  a  good  deal  <if  attention  in  the  matter  of 
«'rticient  ventilation. 

LOADS. — The  side  roads  and  channels  nei'd  making  up  in  some  parts 
of  the  town,  hut  this  matter  is,  f  inxlerstand,  being  taken  in  hand. 

SCHOOLS. — 'J'lie  ix'jtort  of  your  late  Medical  Ofticer  dealt  with  the 
insanitary  stat<“  of  some  of  your  schools.  'I’his  remains  much  as  it  was, 
no  steps  having  Ix^n  taken  to  remedy  them.  The  Marine  Town  (Infants), 
Mil(‘  Town  (Infants),  and  Mine  'I'own  ScIuk»1s  have  still  the  Trough  system 
of  closet.  It  would  1h*  well  if  the  jxMlestal  pans  were  substituted  at  these 
Schools.  'Hie  walls  of  the  Seluatls  are  nixt  limewashctl  often  «‘nough.  I 
think  this  should  lx?  done  several  times  during  the  year.  The  jtartition 
wall  in  the  Urinal  at  the  Hoys’  .Mile  Town  Sclux)l  shotild  lx*  removed,  as 
theie  is  very  inerticient  ventilation  here.  There  should  also  lx?  provision 
for  a  much  more  efticient  water  sup|)ly  heix'  in  the  shape  of  more  com¬ 
modious  tanks,  4-te. 

SCHOOL  INSPI’.CTlON. — This  is  a  suhj<-et  of  National  im]Kirtance. 
Yxhieh  is  ix'ceiving  a  great  deal  of  attention  at  the  (iresmit  time.  an<l  th<‘ 
s_\st<'iuatic  ins|»eeti(ai  tif  <'V«‘ry  child  slaadd  have  a  very  ex<x-ll<-nt  4'lT«'et 
in  improving  the  ])h,\sical  and  mental  slate  of  the  coining  generation;  of 
course,  providetl  tlw'  g<x)d  advice  given  to  parents  is  carried  out. 

THE  DISINEECTION  OE  ItOO.MS  should,  I  think,  in  all  cases  he 
done  hy  the  Sanitary  Staff,  and  tlx*  whoh-  w<a-k  left  in  their  haixls  if  it  is 
to  lie  pro|x*rly  carried  out  and  efficacious. 

f  have  tri<'d  to  deal  with  tlie  more  im|X)rtant  details  that  concern  otir 
Town  from  a  public  health  point  of  view:  man,\  items  have  U-on  toiicherl 
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upon  in  a  briefer  manlier  tliaii  I  should  have  desired,  iruch  is  being  <lone 
in  the  world  of  Sanitary  Science,  and  the  whole  subject  of  Public  Health 
is  lieing  refornicd,  and  we  hojKi  that  by  our  united  efforts  we  may,  in  the 
near  future,  be  up-to-date  in  every  particular.  A  great  deal  remains  to 
be  done  to  place  our  town  in  the  jiosition  it  should  occujiy  as  au  im]x>rtant 
(jovcrnnient  centre  and  a  growing  Seaside  Resort. 

'I'lie  Reiiort  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  is  added. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  (Icntlemen,  your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  ALDRIDGE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1908  AND 

PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
of  each  5-ear. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 

registered  in 

A'ear. 

Under i  year of  age 

At  all  Ages. 

Number 

Rate. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1000 
Births 
registered 

Number 

Rate. 

1898 

14920 

.598 

26-2 

64 

160 '8 

213 

14-02 

1899 

14940 

429 

28-67 

67 

156-1 

250 

16-73 

T9OO 

15000 

437 

29-13 

40 

91 '5 

228 

i5‘26 

1901 

17130 

.391 

22  18 

65 

i66-2 

206 

12*02 

T9O2 

18179 

441 

24‘25 

63 

142-8 

224 

11-20 

1903 

19061 

458 

242 

59 

128  8 

206 

10  63 

1904 

20000 

452 

226 

56 

120-3 

224 

11-20 

X90.5 

20059 

455 

22  09 

45 

98  09 

194 

9-42 

1906 

18282 

412 

22-5 

50 

145 '6 

213 

11-65 

J907 

17942 

423 

23-5 

36 

85-1 

171 

9'5 

.\ver- 

ages 

for 

years 

17555 

429 

24-4 

55 

<29-5 

212 

12  28 

1898- 

J907. 

190S. 

19063 

444 

23'3 

53 

119-3 

209 

10-96 

Deaths  of  Residents  registered  in  Public  lustitutions  Ireyond  the 


District  in  1908  .  17 

Nett  Deaths  at  all  -Ages  belonging  to  the  District,  1908  .  226 

Rate  jier  1000  of  estimated  jiopulation  .  11.8 

Area  of  District  in  -Acres  (exclusive  of  area 

coveied  by  water)  .  838 

Total  Population  at  all  Ages  (at  Census  of  1901)  19063 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..  ,,  3248 

Average  No.  of  ])crsons  per  house  ,,  ,,  5 
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CASES  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DFHING  THE 


YEAU  1908. 
Notifiable  Disease. 
Di)>htlierin  (iiK'liiding 


At  all 
Ages. 


Under 

1 


1  to 
5 


5  to 
15 


15  to 
25 


25  to 
65 


^lemhranous 

croup) 

8  ... 

1  ... 

3  ...  2  ... 

1  ... 

1 

Erysijielas 

.  26  ... 

0  ... 

0  ...  0  ... 

0  ... 

26 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  ...  31  ... 

0  ... 

18  ...  11  ... 

2  ... 

0 

I'.nteric  Fever 

.  21  ... 

0  ... 

2  ...  8  ... 

3  ... 

8 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

86 

1 

23  21 

6 
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AND  AO 
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.  DEATH  DUHINO  YEAH  1908. 

r  niul  sand  and  7S  and  6s  and 

All 

I'lider 

uiuler 

unilrr  muter 

muter 

up- 

<.'anses  of  Death. 

Affes.  i  year. 

s . 

IS  -s. 

^.v 

waid.'A. 

sjping  Cough  ., 

.  2  .. 

.  0  . 

..  2 

...  0  ...  0  . 

..  0  . 

..  0 

Diphtheria  (inehidiiig 
Membranous  eronji)  1 

I'.nteric  Fever  .  5 

Fpideinie  Influenza  ...  1 

Enteritis  .  7 

Diarrluea  .  3 

Flithisis  (Pulmonarv 

Tuherenlosis)  .  18 

Cancer.  malignant 

disease  .  13 

Hronchitis  .  22 

Pneumonia  .  8 

Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs  .  6 

■Mcoholism  .  1 

Premature  birth  .  5 

Heart  diseases  .  4 

.\eeidents  .  13 

Suicides  .  2 

.\tl  other  causes  .  98 
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0 
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0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 


0 

1 
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0 

0 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 


0 

2 

0 

0 

0 


0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

2 


0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

14 

8 

3 

4 

0 

1 

0 

3 

8 

2 
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0 
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0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DUIilNC.  THE  YEAH 
DEATHS  FUO.M  STATED  CAUSES  IN  WEEKS  AND 
UNDER  ONE  YEAH  OF  .\r.F.. 


CniiKc  of  Dentil. 


All  causes  eertificHl  5 
Diphtheria  find  tiding 
^lemhranous  croup) 

Diarrluea  . 

Muco-enteritis 
Tuberculosis  Men¬ 
ingitis  . 

PixMiiature  Rirth  ..  5 

Convulsions  .  3 

Mronchitis  .  1 

( )ther  Causes  . 


1908. 
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T^oimlatlon  (cstiinatod  t-o  middle  of  1908)  .  19063 

Ifirtlis  in  tlic  year  .  444 

Heaths  in  tlie  year  .  46 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages  .  209 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Year  1908,  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Inelnding  Inspeetions  made  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Premises.  Inspections. 

I'actories  (including  Eactory  Laundries)  .  4 

Workshops  (including -Workshop  I.aundries)  .  4 

Workjilaees  .  4 

Total  . 12 


2.-DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Particulars.  Found.  Remedied. 

Want  of  Ventilation  .  4  ...  4 


3.— HOME  WORK. 
OUTWORKERS’  LISTS. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists. 

Workmen. 

Wearing 

.Ajjparel — making,  etc. 

...  3 

...  15 

Wearing 

.\pparel — cleaning  and  washing.  1 

1 

Total  ... 

...  4 

16 

4.— REGISTERED 

WORKSHOPS. 

Inspections 

of 

Outworkers’ 

Premises. 

2 

0 

2 


Bakehouses  .  7 

Other  Workshops  .  31 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  .  38 


OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Ins]>ector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  .\bstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshoj)  Act...  5 

Underground  Bakehouses  : — 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  2 


ir 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Vear  1908 


To  the  Urban  District  Uouncil  of  SIIKKHNKSS. 
(lEXTLKMKN. 


I  Ix""  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  f{o|)ort  for  the  year 
1908.  of  tlie  Work  of  the  Health  l)e]>artment,  as  follows: — 

('om|>laints  received  and  investigate<l  ... 

Houses  ins|)ected  . 

Houses  re-insi>ected  . 

Houses  re|K)rted  unfit  for  habitation  ... 

Houses  in  which  defects  weix*  found  ... 

Notices  served  (intimation  and  statutory) 

Nuisances  abated  . 

Prosecutions,  3  Convictions,  3. 

The  followiiif'  is  a  Summary  of  Sanitary  .Amendments  made  and 
Nuisances ~abatc<l : — 


133 

62 

3 

65 

273 


DH.AINS— 


(’onstructed  and  tested  (new  houses!  ... 

.  29 

Constructed  (excludin'’  new  houses)  ... 

.  4 

Hc-laid  . 

.  15 

Hepaired  . 

.  26 

Cleared  . 

.  53 

Intercepted  and  Ventilated  . 

.  6 

New  yd.  Ciullies  . 

.  15 

Iron  Traps  removed  . 

.  2 

W  ATFH  CFOSFTS— 

n<'paired  . 

.  8 

h’lushed  . 

.  5 

New  Pans  provided  . 

.  14 

Fime-washed  . 

.  3 

New  built  . 

.  5 

VentilatiHl  . 

.  8 

HOUSES— 

neporte<l  unfit  for  habitation  . 

.  3 

Repaired  . 

.  12 

Courtyards  re-pave<l  and  re|Mur<>d 

.  44 

Providwl  with  eaves  guttering  . 

.  4 

AfISCEFFANEOUS— 

Offensive  acx'uinulations  removed 

.  6 

Overcrowding  abated  . 

.  3 

Urinals  (Closed  1.  l'lushe<l  1.  I.ime-washe<l  2) 

Other  Nuisances  abated  .  16 

The  following  FOOD  was  con<lemned  and  destroyed: — 2cwt.  Mixtnl 
Fish:  150  Herrinf;s:  281b.  Pork:  1^11).  Sausapes:  1  barrel  .Apples;  11b.  Veal 
and  Ham;  3  Initth's  Anchovv  Past<‘ :  3  l)ottles  ]Mixe<l  Pickles;  21  Oysters: 
l.nn;;s  <if  2  Cows:  1  lki-f  Fiver;  1  Skirt  of  Deef;  1  O.x-head  and  lonpu'. 


niJAIXS  TKSTHI)  by  SMOKE  MACHINE— 


New  Houses  . 

.  37 

■After  cases  of  infectious  diseases  . 

.  19 

Before  and  after  Tradesmen  . 

.  14 

From  application  . 

.  63 

Total  number  tested  . 

. 133 

lOUS  DISEASES— 

Cases  notified  in  District  . 

.  86 

Number  of  Houses  infected  . 

.  75 

Notices  sent  to  Schools  and  Emploj-ers  ... 

.  37 

Certificates  issued  after  disinfection  . 

.  68 

Number  of  visits  to  infected  Houses  . 

. 186 

Premises  disinfected  . 

.  36 

A  quantity  of  Biflding,  including  Mattresses,  Sheets,  Pillows,  etc., 
was  destroyed  after  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  comi)ensation  gi-anted  by 
the  Health  Committee  to  the  Owners. 

Slaughter-houses,  Cowsheds  and  Alilkshops,  Aleat,  Fruit,  and  lish 
Shops,  Ice-crcam  Stores,  Schools,  the  Common  Lodging-house,  Workshops, 
and  Homeworkers’  Premises,  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  call  for 
no  special  remark. 

T  have  the  honour  to  be,  Oentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  G.  SMITH,  A.R.  San.  I. 


